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Once called the jewel of Pennsylvania's middle anthracite coal fields, Hazleton grew up on a solid

foundation of black diamonds and prospered in the coal industry. The city quickly became the

financial, industrial, shopping, transportation, and entertainment center of the region. Mining gave

rise to other businesses, many established to supply machinery to the numerous collieries. Silk mills

and garment factories provided work to scores of people. By the close of World War II, the days of

coal mining as a major industry were numbered. Slowly, the towering coal breakers fell silent, their

machinery grinding to a halt. Not a single example remains standing today. Around Hazleton is an

informative trip through this city and nearby towns.
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I am researching my family history all of whom were coal miners from the Hazleton area. It's great to

be able to see pictures of the region where they lived. I'm glad I got this book. Richard Funk did an

excellent job.

The postcards reproduced in this book provide excellent historical background for the region: 5

stars.

Purchased this for my father-in-law, who grew up in Hazleton. What a great trip down memory lane

this was for him!
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